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Equestrians
also deserve

trail access

By TAMZIN BEROWMN
Guest colemnist

here are those among us who remember
riding across the Boor of Gallatin Valley

into the nearby foothills to gallop in the
stubble ficlds, or ride up to the higher
to visit a fresh mountain spring. It was huﬁu
kids 1o ride the valley's unpaved roads for miles
because everyone with a vehicle knew about
Imru-.a. and d:'qn':' sl anad '|l.'i.ll|l.! L1} ] 4.::|.1'|.'I'||.'|[1l,-'
pass riders. We live in different times now.

In pur valley, as in other parts of the United
Stakes, land values have risen steadily and houws-
ing developments — the new cash crop — have
eroded the agricultural Bindscape and infra-
structure. Our neral roads are paved, traffic
speeds and volume increase, and overnight the
shared roads we knew have becomne the sole
domain of motorized vehicles, and we have bost
our local riding and harness driving terrain.

The public EE’EI.‘FI of the Greater Bozeman Area
Transportation Plan (2007 Update) has just been
relexsed. The Gallatin Equestrian Partnership
(GallEP) needs your help convincing planners
that equestrians should have aceess to shared-
use paths, We are not asking for separate, special
equestrian facilities; we are asking to maintain
equestrian use of a few remaining rural read-
WS,

We are not asking for separate,
special equestrian facilities; we are
asking to maintain equestrian use of
a few remaining rural roadways.

Planners should recognize that the Gallatin
Valley is home to many equine enthusiasts who
recreade and also earn their livelihood from the
horse industry, whether they be trainers, farri-
ers, veterinarians, breeders, saddle makers or
hay and grain farmers. The equine industry is
part af t tgrmrl:h in the valley and is an impor-
tant part of the Gallatin Valley economy, There
are new large-animal veterinary clinics, new
equestrian organizations and more horses and
ponies in the Gallatin Valley than ever before,
according to the USDA,

be realized Dy reslortng Hosesin L an Eliestr:

an-friendly community, as it has been for other

communities gcross the counlry. With ihe [ul.:ﬁ,h
economic times ahead, it will be a comtinua-

tion of the “Montana Experience” that will keep

|,'|-|_-|,|p|-; -;,'-,:-|11ing hiere b thie “Last Best Place” mi

A COmImILnity ~:Irirlrlu|.'| of itz he ritage that leax

become “Anvtown, LUSAS

There are approcimately 10 horse boarding/
training fcilities within the Greater Boaeman
Transportation Planning Area boundaries that
ﬂrﬂulﬁ"fnq“ }ipringhi” Raad in the nocth to South
Cottonwwood Koad in the south, east from Hritl.%:'r
l:.],li}'q:ql amd weest o the Gallatin River. Mow is the
tismie to ]'-:I..nn for continued and |.'|:II'Iﬂ|.'|.'li.II.E ACCELS
b hivrse and horse cart between these destina-
tions and the two main public equestrian facilities:
the coumnty I':lirgﬂm:u-:lw and MsLIL

The Grester Bozeman Transportation Plan
will guide the next 20 years of road planning in
our area, You can help us preserve our western
it l:h;}' cending vour comments in support
af Cia %]‘.I-"x proposal by email to H‘“‘h‘.r]H'I'II]I'I.
|.'LII'I:IIII'I'I.'III'.'I11HII!ﬂI'Ih'|:l|il.'ll..|1| AN 10 1'.'|:i[|:|:|l', L (4]
Kobert Peccia & Asociabes, gl Borensan
Transportation Plan, PO, Box 5653, Helena, MT
S4and, Comments are due before I"rin.a:.'. [ec, 5,
at 5 pum,

To view GallEP's proposed text for the Plan
'l.,.'-pd.;lsc and miap shivwin cyuesiTian acoess, wikil
our Weh sile at 'l.'.'l.'.'u.'.grll epmiLirg .1|.'||:|.1:|1 i the
I.Ifll:lil.'llﬁ tub, A petition with this information is
sy Jl.':|:||.|.'|1n]|.' al arga ciane vels and retailers.
Tamnzin Brown is @ swember of the Ganllatin

Equestrian Parlnership and [ives near Four
Cormners,

To all: Pay attention
when in school zones

I enjoyed reading the article on
the "Vigilante Granny™ who was
walking her grandson to school
with a 15 mph sign 1o remind
motorists to show down. [ live
on Baxter Lane and since Chief
Joseph Middle School opencd up
we have a slough of people speed-
ing in a hurry to get their kids to
school. T do feel for the parenis
arwd how kids are on their own
time in the morning which may
mean leaving later than usual, but
what aboutt putting the kids an
the bus? And then bowering the
traffic impact, their cost for gas,
elc?

| Phﬂd L4 anvone a.]'ﬂ.:.,.-cti:ns
through school zones — it’s not
just the parent, ['ve seen my
neighbors do it — (o pay atten-
tigm,
lante Granny Week and do thidin
all schoo! pones a5 & remincder fo
slow down,

Melizea Dielin
Eozemman

Film Festival alive,
needs your support

For thise of vou whe have
been around Bozeman for more
than a few vears and still recall
the days of the weekly Bozeman
Film Festival screenings at the
Rialte Theater, please don't forget
that the BFF ts alive amd well and
needs your support. Id like 1o
extend my sincere thanks 1o Lisa
McGrory and the other boand
members for their hard work at
]-u:\rpi:lg the film festival a vibramt
program in Bozeman. The movies
['ve seem in the past few years
have been amaxing in their -:|.-|.'p||:|,
SCOpe and originality, and | know
that Lisa and the board work very
hard at r:--n,'.::r"hil:uh'_. n-nl!iul:lt: and
publicizing these films

Keep in mind that there are
various bevels at which one
can support the BEF: you can
purchase a Fatron Pass or you
can become & “Cheap Seat Pass™
holder. Attending the films cer-

LETTERS

1ai:|:||l.']'4uI]:|'i. suppoT the PIOETRT
toon, but remember that these
season and patron memberships
ensure financial support for this
series and help puarantee that
il Boceman Film Festival will
stay alive. See their Wb site,
www.boremanfilmiestival.org,
for information about upcoming
shows and ways vou can become
involved

Thanks to all those serving on
the board for working so hard
to keep this excellent program
E::Ing. With all tha 1.-.|.ri|3 s

ing mads these days, [ know
the prospect of i longer havin
the E‘F;?::Tl imcredibly bleak ﬂ%l‘
for many of us.
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Temporary policy
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The ecommnic criss created
by deregulation coupled with the
lxissez-faire attitude of the Bush
administration and the greed of
Wall Streeters playing fast and
lisse with other people’s money
has hit many people hard, Some
of I:|'||,= har\eh_-':! hit Eroups ane
those who are kosing their homes,
josts amd healtheare, and retirees,
who in good faith, prepared for
retirement so they would mot
be & burden on their children
or the government, Washington
wWis qui:k Iy pm'."iﬂ.,' hallions for
the villains but as vet has done
Lietle fir Main Street, Including
relirecs.

Hetirees over 70 living on
Social Security and gualified
retirement |:-|.|:||.-. have watched
their life’s savings decline by 40
50 percent while at the same time
they are required by law 1o con-
tinue withdrawing distributions
from devastated accounts. On
top of that there is a heavy tax on
wilhdrawals, There nesds 1o be a
tempaorary change in policy until
the economy kas pecovered.

There should be a morato-
rium on mandatory withdraswals
from qualified retirement plans
and tax relief on withdrawals
Individuals should be given the
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